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Appearances indicate that the next important discoveries in ancient his- 
tory will be made in the soil of Asia Minor. The controversy which has 
raged fiercely for some years over the daring generalization of Professor 
Sayce that the Hittites, the children of Heth, from whom Abraham bought 
the cave of Machpelah, lived in Asia Minor and north Syria, can now be 
closed. The German scholar Winckler, excavating at Boghaz-keni in 
northern Cappodocia, has recently found about 2,500 tablets, many of the 
Tel-el-Amarna period and style, most of them in a language which must be 
Hittite. He has found the names of all the Hittite kings who came into 
relations with Egypt, and a copy of the treaty between the Hittites and 
Rameses written in cuneiform, like the Tel-el-Amarna tablets. 

Rev. Robert Rainy, D.D., principal of New College, Edinburgh, died 
in Melbourne, Australia, December 22. Dr. Rainy's great work in life 
was the union of the Free and United Presbyterian churches in 1900. 
When the legality of that union was questioned, Principal Rainy appeared 
before the House of Lords and presented the case with tact and true 
statesmanship. He was for forty years connected with the theological 
training of the Free Church ministry, and for thirty-two years was prin- 
cipal of New College. Dr. Rainy was a scholar of repute in church history 
and apologetics. His best-known works are: The Ancient Catholic 
Church, Delivery and Development of Christian Doctrine, Epistle to the 
Philippians, and, in connection with Professors Orr and Dods, The Super- 
natural in Christianity. His death will be deeply felt in Scotland, where 
he was universally beloved. 

Dr. Bernhard Stade, professor of theology at the University of 
Giessen, died December 7, 1906. Dr. Stade, who celebrated the twenty- 
fifth anniversary of his appointment as professor in 1900, has occupied a 
prominent place among the leaders of modern Old Testament science. 
In 1881 he started the Zeitschrift fur die alttestamentliche Wissenschaft, 
of which he remained as the sole editor up to the time of his death. This 
is the only journal in any language that is devoted exclusively to the con- 
sideration of Old Testament problems. It has been the medium of publi- 
cation for many important articles, some of them of epoch-making sig- 
nificance in their respective fields. In addition to his labors as editor 
and a frequent contributor to the Zeitschrift, Dr. Stade published a His- 
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lory of Israel (1887), which still stands in many respects without an 
equal; a Hebrew Grammar (1879), which was far in advance of all others 
at the time of its publication; a Hebrew Dictionary (1893; with the late 
Professor Siegfried), characterized by very free handling of the biblical 
text; and the first volume of a Biblical Theology of the Old Testament 
(1905), which we can only hope was completed before his death. 

A capital pamphlet on Adult Bible Classes and How to Conduct Them 
has been written by Professor I. F. Wood, of Smith College, and Rev. 
Newton M. Hall, of Springfield, Mass. (Pilgrim Press, Boston). It con- 
tains a hundred pages of the sanest and most helpful advice on this part 
of the Sunday-school work — a department which needs to be reconstructed 
and revived, along with the other departments of our schools. We have 
here the choicest kind of wisdom and direction for accomplishing this. 
The authors also announce for publication some simple but adequate 
and stimulating outlines for eighteen different courses of study to be pur- 
sued by Bible classes. Two of these courses are out of the ordinary as 
respects their subjects: "The Problems of a Twentieth Century City," 
and "A Study of the City." This marks the entrance upon a kind of 
study which the Sunday school has never yet pursued in more than a 
desultory way, namely, a wrestling with the great vital, practical problems 
of everyday life. Colleges and social clubs, newspapers and books deal 
with these questions of supreme importance, and why should not the 
Sunday school ? In fact, the adult department of the Sunday school has 
failed to become large and strong just because it has not faced squarely and 
dealt directly and helpfully with the tremendous problems of every-day mo- 
rality. The Bible class may study for historical or literary information, or 
for religious and moral impulse, or for general culture, as has been gener- 
ally done — all that is good as far as it goes. But it does not go far enough. 
In fact, it exactly fails to reach the goal of true religious education. Why ? 
Because it does not directly, clearly, and strongly grip actual life for its 
transformation. Let us have young people and adults crown their earlier 
Bible study in the Sunday school with a vital, practical study of modem 
problems — ethical, social, industrial, commercial, and political — that they 
may see how religion and morality stand related to everyday life, and may 
find how Christian principles and the Christian ideal are to be applied to, 
and realized in, the existing conditions, needs and opportunities of our 
own present time. We require, and are entitled to, all the help that reli- 
gion and morality can give in working out the solutions of the tremendous 
practical problems that face us today and demand our best thought and 
action. 



